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Member News

President's Column:
By Jenna Thomson

As we settle into the new year, | am pleased and honored to be writing my first column as President of
the Geoscience Information Society. It is a privilege to serve this community, and | look forward to
working with all of you in the year ahead as we continue to support and advance the work of
geoscience information professionals.

| would like to begin by welcoming our new members joining us from Atmospheric Science Librarians
International (ASLI). This integration presents a valuable opportunity to broaden our perspectives and
strengthen our community. One of my priorities this year will be ensuring that ASLI members feel fully
welcomed and engaged within GSIS, and that we take the time to understand and respond to the
professional interests and needs they bring with them.

Professional development remains central to GSIS’s mission, and we will continue to explore
opportunities for programming, knowledge sharing, and skill building that support our members across
institutions, sectors, and career stages. Equally important is listening to our membership and assessing
how well GSIS is meeting your needs. As the professional landscape continues to evolve, so too must
the Society.

This year also brings several important leadership and communication transitions. | am very pleased to
welcome Phoebe McMellon as our new Vice President and President-Elect, and | look forward to
working closely with her in the coming year. | am also delighted to welcome Holly Dean and Matt
Hudson as our new newsletter editors. They succeed Amanda Bielskas and Michael Noga, whose many
years of dedication have made the newsletter an essential source of connection for our members. | am
deeply grateful to Amanda and Michael for their service. | am also pleased to welcome Tia Colvin as
our new Treasurer, and to thank Sharon Tahirkelli for her many contributions in that role.
























February 12-14, 2026 (in-person only). Also coming up soon is the STS College Science Librarians
Virtual Discussion on “The Cost of Librarianship” which will be on November 20th starting at 1 PM
EST.

iv.  Past-President / Nominating committee chair (Bob Tolliver)

This year elections were held for GSIS Vice-President/President-Elect and Treasurer. The proposed
slate of candidates was approved with 44 members voting. Phoebe McMellon will be the incoming
Vice-President and Tia Colvin will be the new Treasurer. Please congratulate and thank our colleagues
for their willingness to serve.

v.  Archivist (Shaun Hardy)

One box (0.5 linear feet) of print records spanning 1988-2023 was deposited in the Society's archives at
the University of lllinois. Included were files contributed by Thelma Thompson (Guidebook Committee,
Best Paper Award Committee, Best Guidebook Award Committee, and Preservation Committee);
Shaun Hardy (Publicity Officer), Linda Musser (VP/President, 2022-2023), and Sharon Tahirkheli. Also
deposited were hardcopies of Executive Board and Business Meeting minutes from 2006-2023. Past
officers, appointees, and representatives are encouraged to send non-current files to Shaun Hardy for
transfer to the archives, especially any significant correspondence, working documents, and reports
that haven't been published in the Annual Report or Newsletter.

vi.  Webmaster (Renee Schofield)
See end of newsletter for the Webmaster 2025 report.
vii. Geonet moderator (Emily Wild)
423 subscribers for GEONET listserv

Note, as librarians and information professionals are retiring or leaving government, they are
continuing GEONET subscription to stay connected

viii. Newsletter (Amanda Bielskas and Michael Noga)

The GSIS Newsletter is published quarterly on a seasonal basis (winter, spring, summer, and fall) and
have hit our loose target publications deadlines for the most part! We have been receiving content to
publish each edition, but are always looking for content for future issues. Desired content types can
include but are not limited to: news or information from your Library/institution, member news or
updates, book/resource/tool reviews, geoscience related pictures or interesting tidbits (GeoWonders),
editorial columns or opinion pieces, share outs of events or conferences of interest to GSIS members,
and GSIS committee reports or updates.

Thank you to everyone that regularly contributes content to the GSIS Newsletter. The current
Newsletter co-editors have been the GSIS Newsletter Editors since 2017. If anyone else is interested in



taking over as editor, we would be happy to relinquish responsibilities.
ix. Guidebooks Committee (Kristen Adams)

In 2025, the Guidebooks Committee consisted of one chair {(Kristen Adams) plus 4 members (Amanda
Bielskas; Sydney Burke; Holly Dean; Elliot Rose). The chair and one member were returning members,
the other three members were new to the committee. Group communication was via email. The
committee collected and solicited nominees for each of the three categories: best series (4 nominees),
best professional (7 hominees) and best popular (5 hominees). Reviewed all hominees as a group using
a shared spreadsheet, and selected winners in each category. All nominees will be sent to our contact
person at AGl's Guidebooks of North America Database for inclusion.

X.  Mary B Ansari Distinguished Service Award Committee (Clara McLeod)

The Mary B. Ansari Distinguished Service Award committee continue to solicit nominations for the
award and received two nominations for the 2025 award. The award is being given to Amanda
Bielskas, Director of the Science, Engineering, & Social Sciences Libraries at Columbia University and
the GSIS Newsletter co-editor. As stated by a nominator, Amanda’s “lengthy and impactful years of
service to Columbia University, the profession, the Geoscience Information Society and her colleagues”
makes her very deserving of this honor.

The award will be presented during the awards ceremony by our GSIS member A.J. Pathak during the
virtual GSIS Annual Meeting on October 30, 2025. Amanda will receive a plaque, certificate and a
monetary gift.

The committee has sent information about Amanda’s selection to the administration at Columbia
University Libraries, Mr. Nazir Ansari, and Dwight Hunter, the chair of GSIS publicity and social media
committee.

xi.  Geoscience Librarianship 101 Committee (Clara McLeod)

The two-day virtual GSIS Geoscience Librarianship 101 (GL101) webinar this year
was held on October 28 - 29, 2025. The co-hosts were the Earth and Planets
Laboratory Library at Carnegie Institution of Washington and the University of
Colorado Libraries, Pueblo. The planning team members were Clara MclLeod and
Joyce Shaw, coordinators, Justin Easterday, Reid Otsuji, Anon Cadieux and
Meghan Carafano. The instructors were Emily C. Wild (Princeton University),
Tracy Englert (University of Southern Mississippi), Ryan Wallace (Washington
University in St. Louis), Amanda Bielskas (Columbia University), Natalie Raia and
Andrea Thomer (University of Arizona) and Hannah Madonna (University of
Southern Mississippi) .

The webinar had 90 registrants and opened each day with remarks about the
history of GL101, noting that it has now been around 21 years. The networking
and discussion sessions now consist of a ten-minute lightning presentation.
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Presentations were given by instructors Alma Elizabeth Parada (Stanford
University) and Shahinur Rahman (The University of Southern Mississippi).
Participants were encouraged to complete an evaluation form. Information from
these forms continue to be used to allow participants to share their views and
assist in the planning process.

Questions and comments received during the virtual meeting indicated that
attendees continue to view the workshop as a valuable resource for the
geoscience community. The slides and some presentations will be available on the
GSIS website.

The committee has also requested permission from the Board to give $25.00 gift certificates to the GL
101 team and presenters this year.

GSA Publications Committee Report

The spring meeting was held on April 17, 2025, via Zoom. The committee focused on selecting editors
to fill several open positions across GSA journals. There was a strong pool of applicants, with
significantly more qualified candidates than available openings.

The fall meeting took place on October 18, 2025, during the GSA Connects conference in San Antonio,
TX, with some members joining remotely via Zoom. The discussion centered on the overall health of
GSA publications and strategic planning.

Key Updates:

o GSA publications remain generally healthy, though there is a slight but noticeable decline in
revenue, attributed to reduced library subscriptions.

o Titles that had raised concerns in recent years are showing signs of recovery, except for
Geosphere, which continues to struggle with submission volume.

o Book sales are steady, and the team is actively seeking new titles to publish.

o Trade publications are performing particularly well.

o Sales of book packages to libraries have seen a drop in sales/revenue.

o GeoScienceWorld remains a strong partner, now offering editorial services that have been well
received by authors. They are also expanding partnerships with other societies.

o GSA is relocating to a new building and downsizing its physical archive. They possess several

complete hardcopy runs of their journals and have reached out to libraries regarding potential
donations. However, most libraries already hold these print runs and lack space to accept more. If GSIS
member libraries are interested and willing to cover shipping costs, they are encouraged to contact the
GSA Publications team.

Janelle Hedstrom

GSIS Representative to the GSA Publications Committee

GSIS 2025 Budget (see below)



Geoscience Information Society 2025 Budget
Prepared by Sharon Tahirkheli, Updated, Jan. 5, 2026

Amount
Budgeted
MEETINGS

GSA 2025 (abstract fees,
meals) S -

Subtotal S -

Membership
Dues & unrestricted gifts

W

1,300.00
PayPal fees (75.00)
Subtotal S 1,225.00

W

Internet Domain Name

Services & website hosting

Blue Host: Domain Privacy +

Protection - due Feb 2025 S (15.00)
Blue Host: Domain Name

Registration - Due Feb 2025 S (21.00)
Blue Host: Sitelock Security -

Due Jan 2025 ( est $83.88) S (96.00)

Blue Host: Word Plus Hosting -
Due Jan 2026 (est $503.64) S -

Blue Host: Codeguard Basic -
Due Jan 2026 ( est $143.64) S -

Blue Host: Firewall protection

Due Jan 2027 (est $359.88)

Blue Host: SSL Certificate

Subtotal S (132.00)

MISCELLANEOUS

Ansari Awards, Award
certificates, frames, plaques S  (1,175.00)

Geoscience Librarianship 101 $ (250.00)

Actual To Date Checking

W

v N

Regular savings

Ansari - Service
- ($500 given each year)

Ansari - resource
- (5500 given each year)
Pay Pal
CD
1,535.00 CD
(58.82) Total
1,476.18

(15.00)
(21.17)

Upgraded to Firewall
Protection

(539.64) Due Jan 2029

(47.88) Due Jan 2027

(462.84) Due Jan 2027
(227.77) Due Sept 2028
(1,314.30)

(1,030.00)

(592.72)

$12,893.47
$5,176.93

$1,773.02

$3,830.29
$2,438.33
$18,217.64
$18,558.92
$62,888.60



AGI Member Society dues -
Due in October

DC.Gov Bi-annual filing fees -
Due April 2025 (est $130)
Bank charges

Postage reimbursements
Interest

Subtotal

TOTAL

(250.00) $

(130.00) $
(15.00) $
(75.00) $
1,100.00 $
(795.00) $
298.00 $

(250.00)

(80.00)
(4.00)
(64.06)
1,417.46
(603.32)
(441.44)
























